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I hear your footsteps, I see your smile,
Feel you near me all the while,
Empty dreams night and day though,
Just castles in the air,
As they fade like an echo,
Leaving silent my despair.
Promises we made along the shore,
There in those crystal pools all we longed for.
How we would race, and laugh and splash,
Gather each shell like some bright jewel.
Who would have thought such love as ours
Would cloud over like some pool?

But still I hear your voice, so full of passion,
Still echo, "You're the one I love",
But like crystal pools, as the day then cools,
So shadows crept above.
What darkness drifted overhead,
Brought such an empty void instead?
Now you're gone, left me alone,
Who's to care for my despair,
Or the balance of my mind?
I hear your footsteps ...
But like crystal pools, as the day then cools,
There's a cloud weighs heavy on my heart.
I hear your footsteps, I hear your voice.

Unlike the other songs composed around the same time, Footsteps (1997) was written not for voice and
piano, or chamber ensemble, but with a band backing track, in the spirit of crossover, its deep melancholy
springing from the fact of our having learnt of a local suicide and the traumatic effect it had upon the partner.
Now, in April 2020, and hearing of our coronavirus lockdown perhaps continuing for months to come and of
the surge of mental health problems already reported, these words, and the music, have a renewed poignancy.

BACKGROUND

It is fitting, too, that twenty three years after their mother originally recorded Footsteps an arrangement for
horn trio should be written for Caroline Milan’s children; though when there will be an opportunity to record
this haunting version remains to be seen.
And now, having just heard again Frank Bridge’s Miniature Valse Russe as part of a lockdown concert by a
truly remarkable family here too is an arrangement for piano trio.  Brahms, of course, was very much against
the idea of his horn trio being arranged with  cello; but he was happier about the viola, so I’ve also included
a viola part!                                                                                             Kerry Milan, self-isolating in Stafford.
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